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FAMAICA, fl. | a6] 


To the KI NG's' Moſt Excellent MAJESTY 
in Council. 


The Humble MEMORIAL and PETITION of the 
COUNCIL and ASSEMBLY of JAMAICA. 


Mos r GRACTIOUS SoveREIGN, 

E, Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Council and 
| Aſſembly of Jamaica, moſt humbly implore Your paternal Attention 
to this our faithful Repreſentation of the many Grievances and Diſtreſſes 
under which the People of this Your Majeſty's Colony of Jamaica now 
labour, and the conſequential Ruin in which they muſt be inyolved, unleſs 
ſpeedily redreſſed. Conſcious; that we have, in every Inſtance, endeavoured 
to render ourſelves worthy of Your Majeſty's Regard, and deſerving of the 
utmoſt Attention and Favour of the Parent State; and knowing, that ſome 
of our Grievances can be removed only by the Britiſh Legiſlature ; we pre- 
ſume to requeſt of Your Majeſty, to recommend to Your Parliament a cool, 
deliberate Inveſtigation of our Situation ; not doubting that it will lead to 
ſuch Regulations as will afford us immediate Relief, and eſtabliſh this Colony 
on ſuch a Footing as may tend to its further Improvement, the Benefits of 
which cannot but centre ultimately in the Mother Country. 

The heavy Taxes impoſed during the Courſe of the late unhappy War, 
for the Purpoſe of building permanent as well as temporary Fortifications ; 
the great Expence of Martial Law for a conſiderable Space of Time, whilſt 
we were under perpetual Alarms of Invaſion; the withdrawing the Labour 
of the Slaves, as well as the Attention of the Proprietors and Managers, 
from the Cultivation of the Lands, have fixed ſuch a Load of Debt on the 
Property of this Iſland, as will require many Years to diſcharge, even under 
the moſt favourable Circumſtances. 

Ihe Viſitations of the Almighty, by Three dreadful Storms in the Space 
of Four Years, having brought the deepeſt Diſtreſs on many of the Inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, gave us Re to expect that our Situation under theſe 
Sufferings would have entitled*us to the Aid and Aſſiſtance of aa” Parent 
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State. We readily ackndwledge the Grant of Parliament, in January One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, for the Relief of the Sufferers in 
the Storm of One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty ; but it was almoſt 
as a Drop of Water to the Ocean, in Compariſon to the Diftreſs : Beſides 


which, in March immediately following, the Commons of Great Britain re- 
munerated themſelves by a Tax of Four Shillings and Eight Pence per Hun- 


dred Weight on our Muſcovado, which, with the former Duties, amounts 


to about Eight Pounds Sterling per Hogſhead, being nearly as much as the 
greater Part of Sugar, at — Za netts to the Planter. The additional 
Drawback of Eleven Shillings and Six Pence per Hnindred Weight on Ex- 
portation of Refined Sugars, and Five Shillings and Six Pence on Baſtards, 


which is expreſſed to be by Way of Compenſation for the above Tax, we 
apprehend, has only the Operation of making the Planter the Object of Tax- 


ation, and the Refiner the Object of Relief. 

We muſt further repreſent, That, beſides the Calamity of Storms, that 
ſweep away in an Hour the Labour of Years, a great Part of the South Side 
of the Iſland is ſubject to long and ſevere Droughts ; which, though not ſo 
immediate in their Effects, yet deprive the Planter of the Fruits of his La- 


bour, and often compel him to reſort to a foreign Supply for Food for him- 


ſelf and his Slaves. Theſe natural Evils we muſt ſubmit to; and, as they are 
unavoidable, we are led to hope, from Your Majeſty's equal Care for all 
Your faithful Subjects, and from the foſtering Hand of the Parent State, 
which, we are bold to ſay, the People of this Iſland deſerve, that the Bur- 
thens under which they labour will be ſo far alleviated as to afford a preſent 
comfortable Subſiſtence, with a Proſpect of emerging from that Load of 
Debt which far the greater Part of the Planters have neceſſarily incurred. 
With great Submiſſion, we beg Leave to repreſent the diſtreſſing Burthen 
of the heavy Duties laid on our Staples, particularly the laſt-mentioned, of 


Four Shillings and Eight Pence, impoſed at a Time when the Iſland was 


ſtruggling under the Calamities of a War that perpetually threatened Inva- 
ſion, and whilſt a great Part of the Iſland was ſuffering the dreadful Effects 
of a deſolating Storm: And we cannot but obſerve, that the Mode of col- 
lecting the Duties increaſes the Burthen, the Importer being obliged to pro- 


vide for the Payment immediately; which forces the greateſt Part of the 


Quantity imported into the Market on Landing, and conſequently throws it 
into the Hand of the Monopoliſt, at his own Price. 

We are not unmindful of the late Remiſſion of Two Shillings per Gallon 
Duty on Rum; but, we apprehend, the Planter will receive very little Be- 
nefit from it, as the remaining Duties are till ſo high as to keep that Ar- 
ticle out of the Reach af the People in general, and to leave the Tempta- 
tion open to ſinuggling of Brandy. As the Production of Rum in the 


- Britiſh Colonies is more than equal to the Demand in Great Britain, Ire- 


land, and the Britiſh Colonies in America, it is only an Increaſe of Con- 
ſumption equal to that Production, that can be of Advantage to the * 
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Whilſt ſtruggling with theſe Difficulties, the Peace took place, and af- 
forded ſome Alleviation of our Diſtreſs by the Admiſſion of American Veſſels ; 
but this Benefit we had enjoyed a very ſhort Time, when the Proclamation 


of the Second of Fuly, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, ar- 
rived, 2 the Americans trading to the Sugar Colonies :—lt is with 


Aſtoniſhment we behold ſuch a Reſtriction, when, at the ſame Time, the 
Americans are invited to trade, and enter into the Ports of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the Northern Britiſh Colonies. We can boldly ſay, ſuch invi- 


- dious Diſtinction has not been merited ; and will therefore flatter ourſelves 


that it aroſe not from Deſign : And, as we underſtand the Regulations. of 
Trade with America are to be diſcuſſed in Parliament immediately after 
Chriſtmas, we beg Leave to repreſent, that on the Terms which may be 


adopted, depends the Exiſtence of this Country as a Sugar Colony, The 


Sugar Iflands have been ſettled, and have grown with their Siſter Colonies 
on the Continent of America ;—their Intereſts are ſo united, the Reciprocity 
of Trade is ſuch, that perhaps, without it, neither would have arrived at 
their preſent Conſequence ; moſt certainly the Sugar Colonies could not ;j— 
the Locality renders Navigation between them ſo eaſy and expeditious ; the 
Productions of the former are ſo proper and well adapted for ſupporting 
and carrying on, with any Proſpe& of Advantage, the Settlements of the 
latter, and fo abſolutely neceſſary, in Caſes of Emergency, for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Inhabitants, that, without ſuch an Intercourſe of Trade, the Sugar 
Colonies muſt ſink into Ruin. 

Far be it from us even to wiſh ſuch an Extenſion of that Intercourſe, as 
could in any Way injure the Advantages arifing to Great Britain from the 
Carrying Trade, or the Conſumption of her Manufactures. We are ſenſible 
that our Protection depends on the ſuperior Power of the Britih Navy: And, 
though we preſume it may be proved, that a Permiſſion of unlimited Trade 
with the United States could not, in the preſent Circumſtances of Things, 
in the ſmalleſt Degree injure the Intereſts of the Parent State ; yet we only 
deſire the Permiſſion, under ſuch Reſtrictions as will keep it within the Com- 
paſs of furniſhing this Iſland with ſuch Articles as the United States of 
America only can ſupply, on Terms that will enable us to carry on our Eſ- 
rates with a Proſpect of Benefit equal to the Support of our Families: And 
we can with Confidence ſay, that, without this Permiſſion, there can be no 
other Regulations of Trade, that will prevent the throwing out of the Lihe 
of Sugar Eſtates, a great Part of the Lands at preſent cultivated in Canes. 

Deprived of this Trade, in all Probability, ſuch Planters who have it in 
their Power will emigrate with their Families and Slaves to happier Coun- 
tries; and thoſe who cannot, as honeſt Men, take this Step, of which the 
Number is great, muſt remain unhappy Spectators of their. Properties moul- 
dering into Ruin, themſelves and Families reduced to Indigence and Want ; 
and this muſt be the unavoidable Fate of the Proprietors of ſmall Sugar 
Eſtates (the Generality of which have been ſettled partly on Credit) w 8 
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with the ſtricteſt Oeconomy, and a conſtant Reſidence on their Properties, 
and under the moſt favourable Circumſtances this Iſland has ever expe- 
rienced, have with Difficulty ſupported and preſerved them: Many large 
Eſtates alſo ſtand in the ſame Predicament from Locality, ſuch as long 
Carriage, Sterility of Soil, Droughts, &c. and perhaps a heavy Debt. 

We beg Leave further to repreſent, That the Americans did before the War, 
and no Doubt will again, take, in Payment for the Supplies they import, 
the Surplus of our Rum ; we mean ſuch Part as Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the Britiſb Northern Colonies, cannot conſume ; which, unleſs thrown into 
the American Market, muft remain on our Hands: It needs no Argument 
to evince the ruinous Conſequence this muſt produce. During the War, we 
did not feel the Want of that Market; the Number of Troops in America, 
and the great Naval Power Britain ſupported, created a Conſumption 'equal 
to the Surplus. By the Account of Exports (Ne 1.) taken from the Books 
of the Naval Office, it appears that, before the War, the Conſumption of 
our Rum was increaſing conſiderably in America, but that of Sugar . very 
little; and whilſt the French can afford to underſell us, there is little Proba- 
bility of their taking more from our Iſland : Conſequently, neither the Car- 
rying Trade, nor the Revenue of Great Britain, can be injured by the Re- 
vival of this Intercourſe with America, in any Degree worth Notice ; nay, we 
have ſhewn that the Excluſion would very ſoon. lower the Produce of this 
Iſland, much more than to the Amount of any Exportation that ever has 
been to America. | | 

It has been aſſerted, that Great Britain, together with the Colonies of Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and Saint John, are able to ſupply the Britiſh Sugar Co- 
lonies with all ſuch Articles as they ſtand in Need of from the United States, 
and that it was done during the War: We beg Leave to repreſent, that 
the Accident of American Captures, for that Period, afforded many of thoſe 
Articles; that, notwithſtanding there were ſometimes large Importations of 
Flour from the Parent State, it did not anſwer the Purpoſe ; that Article not 

keeping for any Length of Time in this Climate : It has happened that the Mer- 

\ chant Importer has ſuſtained a Lofs on the Sales, and the Inhabitants were not 
benefited by it; at other Times, Flour has fold at Fourteen Pounds per Barrel. 
And this muſt ever be the Caſe with an European Supply, as far the greateſt 
Number of Ships in the Trade, take their Departure from Great Britain, ſo 
as to arrive here juſt in Time for the Crops: It neceſſarily follows, that the 
Importation will be great at that-Seaſon ; and if there ſhould be a Quantity 
of Flour nearly equal to the Demand for a Year, a great Part of it will pe- 
riſh before it is called for. It is, therefore, not in the leaſt probable that 
we can have a regular and ſufficient Supply of that Article, in good Preſer- 
vation, from Great Britain; add to this, that it cannot be imported from 
thence at ſo low a Price as the Americans can afford to fell it. With reſpect 
to Packages for tranſporting our Staples, Experience evinces that they can 
be got from America, not only much cheaper, but of better Quality; 2 — 
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that come from Europe being very brittle, and apt to crack, ſo that great 
Loſs is ſometimes ſuſtained by the Planter on that Account. As to the 
Colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia, and Saint Jobn's being able to afford a 
Supply of Proviſions, Lumber, .&c. we beg Leave to refer to the annexed 
Account of Imports from thence (Ne 2.) with this Remark, That ſoon after 


the Arrival of the Proclamation of the Second Day of Fuly, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-three, the Weather being very dry at the Time 


of Year we expect Rains, created Apprehenſions of Scarcity, which led the 


Aſſembly to addreſs the Governor again to admit American Veſſels to Entry 
for a certain Time: His Excellency refuſed ; but flattered us with Hopes of 
a very plentiful Supply from thoſe Colonies, as he had written to the ſeveral 
Governors, repreſenting our Situation: The Accounts referred to, will ſhew 
the Benefit we reaped therefrom ; and that, with this promiſed Plenty, we 
might have ſtarved, had it not pleaſed the Almighty ſoon after to bleſs us 
with Rains; which, continuing beyond the uſual Time, preſerved and brought 
forward our Crops of Corn. 

We have annexed an Account (Ne g.) of the Imports to this Iſland from 
America for Seven Years preceding the War; alſo an Account (Ne 4.) of the 
Imports from Canada, Nova Scotia, and Saint John: And we beg Leave to 
point out, from comparing theſe Accounts, how inadequate thoſe Colonies 
are to afford a Supply equal to our Deryand :— We will not adduce any Ob- 
ſervations or Arguments to ſhew that they never will; perſuaded that it muſt 
be fully evinced to every unprejudiced Mind. But ſuppoſing for a Moment 
thoſe Colonies might i» Time be able to afford ſuch Supply, can it be the 
Wiſh of the Parent State that our Operations ſhould be ſuſpended till that 


Time arrives? It is poſſible that we might get ſupplied with American Ar- 


ticles from the French, and other neighbouring Iſlands; but would Great 
Britain pe benefited by obliging us to obtain them under the heavy Charge 
of a circuitous Voyage, double Freight, Inſurance, Commiſſions, and Mer- 
cantile Profit? beſides the Inconvenience of paying for them in Caſh, or Bills 
of Exchange, inſtead of our Surplus Rum. It would make but little Diffe- 
rence to the Subjects of the United States; they would find a Vent for their 
Merchandize ; the iatermediate Perſons would be benefited by the Trade, 
and Your Colonies ruined. But theſe Evils would only gradually undermine 
the Intereſts of your Memorialiſts, and flowly, though ſurely, bring on the 
Deſtruction of the Planters :—In Caſes of Emergency, ſuch as we have men- 
tioned, and ſuch as we have ſeverely felt, our Situation muſt be dreadful : 
It would be impoſſible for Great Britain to ſend us Supplies in Time to re- 
lieve our Neceflities ; the great Diſtance points this out at firſt View; but 
we will repreſent Two ſtriking Inſtances, which our Misfortunes afford, that 
will evince the Difference between an "Excluſion of the American Trade, 
and the Permiſſion :==At the Time of the Storm, in One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty, there was a great Quantity of Flour in King/ton, far 
beyond the Demand; the greateſt Part of this, even a great deal that was 
ipoiled, was immediately ſent to the ſuffering Pariſhes, and conſumed : 
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There was alſo a large Quantity of Proviſions imported by Government for 
the Support of the Troops intended for Penſacola; a great Part of this was 
_ alſo humanely ſent to thoſe Pariſhes by Governor Dalling. Notwithſtanding 
thoſe Two great accidental Supplies, a Famine enſued, and a great Number 
of Slaves periſhed, before any Supply could be obtained of the natural Pro- 
ductions of the Country, or from Europe, although immediately ſent for 
after the Storm. The Storm of the Thirtieth Day of July laſt, was nearly 
as deſtructive to the Windward Part of the Iſland, as that of One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty had been to the Leeward; and its Conſequences 
would, in all Probability, have been infinitely more terrible, there being, 
at the Time it happened, but a ſmall Quantity of Flour in the Country, 
had not the Humanity and good Policy of our Lieutenant Governor, with 
the Advice of his Council, led him to permit all Veſſels, loaded with Pro- 
viſions and Lumber, to Entry for a limited Time, as ſoon as it was made ap- 
pear to him that the Proviſions of the Country were moſtly deſtroyed, in thoſe 
Pariſhes that had felr the Severity of the Weather, and that a Famine muſt 
have unavoidably enſued without ſuch Permiſſion : This has given us a tem- 
porary Supply. | | | 
Tour Memorialiſts and Petitioners have ſhewn the diſtreſſed Situation to 
which this Iſland is reduced; we have pointed out the ruinous Conſequences 
that muſt inevitably follow the Meaſure of a Total Excluſion of the Ame- 
ricans from trading to this Iſland ; and we have evinced, from Two ſtriking 
Inſtances, grounded on the Locality of the Iſland, compared with that of 
Great Britain and the United States, that, in Caſes of Emergency, the Ex- 
iſtence of the Inhabitants of this Colony muſt depend on an Intercourſe of 
Trade with thoſe States: So circumſtanced, we throw ourſelves on Your 
Majeſty's paternal Care, impreſſed. with the higheſt Degree of Affection and 
Loyalty to your Perſon and Government ; - but, having the Feelings of Men, 
we are driven to declare, That, although we have hitherto endeavoured to 
bear Accumulations of Taxation, and other Hardſhips until lately unheard 
of, it may not be poſſible patiently to await the near Approach of actual 
Famine; we therefore humbly inſiſt, that the Juſtice of the Brizih Legiſlature 
will reſtore us to a reaſonable Participation in that Trade which alone can, 
on many probable Contingencies in . avert Ruin and Death. 


Paſſed the Aſſembly, 
this Fourth Day of December, 1784. | 
S. W. HAUGH TON, Speaker, 


Paſſed the Council, 


the Eleventh Day of Dec, 1784. 
WM DUNLOP, Cl. Con, 
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An ACCOUNT of all the SUGAR, RUM, COFFEE, and MELASSES, Expor 
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From January to December 
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8. Exported from Famaica to America, for Seven Tears. Taken from the Books of the Naval Office. 
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An ACCOUNT of all IMPORTS into Jamaica from America 
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From Jam iſt to Decem” 31ſt 1768 — 22, 60] 7,8222, 25] 4,2115] 2,149] 2,980 4,781 | 387] 1,5 
: 1769 — 28,749] 10,175 | 2,468] 4,8627] 3,340] 8,028| 5,894 | 863] 25: 
1770 — 37,442] 11,203: | 4,527] 15,475 | 1,607] 9,228 5,225 | 698| 1, 5 

1771 — 27, 103] 9,162 [3,858] 5,744 | 2,414} 9,673] 3,630 | 368] 2,0 

1772 — 19,637] 9,952 | 5,208] 3,084 | 2,587] 12,575] 3,505 | 616| 1,8 

1773 — 30, 815] 9,430 | $,111] $5,219 | 4,152] 12,801 2,8113| 780] 1,9 
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An ACCOUNT of all IMPORTS into Jamaica from Canada, Nova Scotia, and St. Fo 
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An ACCOUNT of all IMPORTS 
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8,879, 8 10] 4, 273,894 32,668] 2,237 12, 000 1,149] — ] — 53] 385] 38,853 | 249 
6,918,202| 3,406,598| 36, 220 28,925| 2,051] 536] — |—| — | 393] 2,026] 37,753 | 287 
6,405, 282] 3,368, 570 19,350 107,150] 2,203] 548] — |—| — | 301] 2,217] 37,120 | 264 
12,398,282} 4,031,105] 10,710] 118,975| 2,231 263 — ]-| — 200 2,292] 24,870 | 281 
13,980, 641 5,245,562| 41, 600 168,230| 3,234| 648] — |=] — | 497] 2,761]42,315 | 323 
11,7 52,000| 4,181,000| 36,643] 70,700] — 499 — 411] 400 1,215 $2,470 | 299 
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and St. John, for the ſame Years, included in, and to be deducted from, the above Account, Ne 3. 
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